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1.	 Circumstances bring together Meg and Birdie, an orphaned 
child in Oxford and an unmarried woman from the Delta whose 
paths would likely not have crossed otherwise, and yet they 
very quickly find kinship. What is the basis of Meg and Bird-
ie’s friendship? What is it about Meg that moves Birdie to care 
about her, and what is it about Birdie that allows the normally 
wary Meg to trust her?

2.	 “My mama left me on purpose and mamas do not come back.” 
Ava, Meg’s friend at the orphanage, makes Meg repeat these 
lines until she lets go of the fantasy that her mother will re-
turn for her one day. Accepting her desperate situation becomes 
a tool of survival for Ava, but Meg continues to hold out hope 
that her mama will find her. What allows Meg to keep her spirit 
unbowed, despite receiving no sign from her mother and despite 
Garnett’s cruelty and Meg’s isolation from the other girls?

3.	 Consider the theme of hope in the novel. Meg recalls lines 
from Emily Dickinson: “Hope is the thing with feathers / That 
perches in the soul, / And sings the tune without the words.” 







the ranks of Oxford high society, and the circumstances of Char-
lie’s arrest. Discuss the ways in which social and religious hier-
archies, racism, sexism, and privilege animate the novel. Are any 
characters able to transcend the bounds of these strictures?

10.	 Stockett has said that she likes to write about “the underesti-
mated woman,” the woman society has overlooked or counted 
out, the woman who bears the burden of low expectations. “Keep 
your eye on her,” Stockett says. “She’s the one to watch.” Who 
in the novel epitomizes Stockett’s underestimated woman? Who 
comes to mind in your own life as an inspirational woman who 
succeeded beyond all expectations? 

11.	 The story takes place over just a few months, from July to Octo-
ber 1933. The Great Depression, which hit Mississippi so hard, 
will continue for another six years, until 1939. What do you 
imagine happens to the characters after the novel ends? Do you 
think their experience in Oxford has changed them and changed 
their view of what may be possible in their lives, or are the social 
and economic forces against them too great for any individual to 
overcome?
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